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CanaLs.—In addition to the canal in course of construction from Parley’s 
Greek northward, to water the bench land southeast of the city, another is 
being made from the same stream, running in an opposite direction. All the 
available farming land i being gradually reclaimed by the introduction upon 
it of the potent element, water, combined with the effective labors of the 
aturdy sons of toil, of whom Utah has her full share. 


Governor Emeny.—Tha enemies of Governor Emery are moving beaven 
and earth and the other plage to secure bis removal. If the non-Mormons of 
Utah want to see him officially decapitated for signing'a bill providing for what 
they have for a long time demanded we have nothing to say about it. But we 
do not believe this is the 1 any except a very few evil-disposed persons 
‘who have nothing in view but their own seltish and malignant purposes. 


A Wei. Dressed Community.—We are informed that, some time since, a 
member of the Dramatic Association of Brigham City was assigned the role of a 


amuffin. Diligent search was made in: the settlement for suitable outer 


habiliments to constitute the necessary“ make up” for the character, without 
success. It occured to One of the members of the company that a friend from 
an adjacent county, then visiting at his house, had just the kind of suit that 
was wanted, and it was borrowed accordingly. It is a well dressed community 
that hasn’t a patched coat and unmentionables in it. It is one of the salu 
effects of co operation in business affairs. : 


New TaBEeRnNactE.—Brother H. Grow has a number of carpenters at work 
making the bents for the roof of the New Tabernacle. They are being 
constructed upon the ground, ready to be raised on the building as soon as the 
walls are ap. They are very strong, so formed, each of five thicknesses of two 
inch plank, as to render the roof self supporting. The bents ure boxed, and 
bound with iron bolts and rods. The six extending from north to south will 
support the tower, which will rise from near the centre of the roof. The 
window frames of the lower story are all in and those of the upper are made 
and ready to be placed in position, when tbe walls are sufficiently advanced. 
We understand there is nearly enough rock on hand now to complete the mason 


work. 
Ar ror tHe WIISR.— Brothers Elias Morris and S. L. Evans are interest- 


ing themselves in obtaining funds, by private subscription and proceeds of 
concerts, to aid the poor Saints in Wales to emigrate. It is to be hcped their 


efforts will be crowned with abundant success, the undertaking being benevolent | 


and laudable. Bro. E. Morris and Bishop R. V. Morris have just returned 


from a trip to Malad Valley in the interest of this fund, they attended meetings 


in the settlements, were listened to by large congregations, and they were 
everywhere most cordially received. They formed a committee in each settle- 
ment to operate in the interest of the fund and to.keep up communication with 
Morris & Evans of this city. The brothers Morris had an excellent time ; 
hundreds of old associations were renewed, those brethren having been exten- 
sivély known in the earlier times of the Church in Wales. The movement is 
endorsed by Prest. John Taylor, who has written the following encouraging 


letter : 
Sarr Ciry, March 8, 1878, 
Elders Elias Morris and Samuel L. Evans : 
| Dear Brethren,—Your attempt to help emigrate the poor Saints in Wales, 
whom you repres nt to be suffering from famine and other evils, is very laud 
able, and ought to be sustained by all good Latter.day Sainta, especially as the 
concerts are to be attended 
hands of the necessitous. I wish you every success in your enterprise, and 
. Rope that it will result in the deliverance of many of ape nation from the 
diftcalties by which they are surrounded. Your brother oe 
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‘““NoO WEAPON THAT Is FORMED AGAINST THFE SHALL PROSPER ; 
THAT SHALL RISE AGAINST THEE IN JUDGMENT THOU SHALT CONDEMN. 


AND EVERY TONGUE 
THIS IS THE 


HERITAGE OF THE SERVANTS OF THE LoRD, AND THEIR RIGHTEOUSNESS IS OF MR, 


SAITH THE LoRD.”— ZJsaiah liv, 17. 


No. 15, Vol. XL. 


Monday, April 16, 1878. 


Prioe One Penny. 


— 


ae — j——.—— ĩ ĩ 


CHAPTERS FROM THE LIFE OF PREST. BRIGHAM YOUNG, 


MORMON DOM AROOSED BY THE PASSAGE OF THS CULLOM BILL. THB BROTHER- 


HOOD AND SISTERHOOD ON THE EVE OF 


A CONSTITUTIONAL REVOLUTION, 


PRESIDENT GRANT AND PRESIDENT BRIGHAM YOUNG MOVING THEIR FORCES 


FROM BEHIND. 


(By Edward W. Tullidge.) 


The Cullom Bill was passed in the 
House on the same day that Hooper 
delivered his speech. He immediately 
telegraphed the fact home. Mormon- 
dom was aroused in a moment. The 
excitewent was intense. A burning 
indignation against Congress posseased 
the men and woinen alike, and there 
was good reason for this righteous 
indignation, for not only did the bill 
coniemplate its own execution, in the 
most summary manner, by the arbi 
trary will of the courts, but troops 
were expected to be necessary to in 
timidate the people. 

The Mormon leaders alone were cool 
and self-possessed. Brigham Young 
was not moved from bis wonted sere- 
nity, by the prospect of the inevitable 
conflict between himself and the man 
who had conquered the South, and 
who had already boasted that he 
would do as much for Mormondom. 
That, indeed, was what all this noise 


of anti Mormon battle signified. It 


unlike any other 


was war between these two Titans, 
Ulysses S. Grant and Brigham Young, 
The Cullom Bill was but a method of 
attack, and General Cullom, the mem- 
ber from Illinois—that State which 
had driven the ‘‘ Mormons” from the 
borders of civilization,” —was a ve 
proper herald of President Grants 
proclamation of war against ‘‘ Presi- 
dent Brigham Young.” | 

Yet how like themselves, and how 
ople of modern 
times, did the Mormons meet the 
crusade against them; notwithstand- 
ing they saw the victorious Grant at 
its head, and the various movements 
uf the coming action commanded by 
such potent enemies as Vice President 
Colfax, Senator Oragin, General Oul- 
lom, and the ambitious chaplain of 
the Senate, Dr Newman, the Mor- 
mon” people showed their peculiar 
examples nearly «as strongly 
marked in 1870 as they were in 


1857-8. 
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This time Brigham Young deemed 
it not wise to place himself in the fore 

ound. He was still, however, in 
the soul of the action. The unaltera 
ble purposes were his, the methods 
were his. He was still the inspirer of 
his people, still the master mind that 
directed the whole; but he placed his 
people face to faee with Congress and 
the nation to let them speak for them. 
selves. He could trust the brother. 
hood, and he could trust the sister 
hood, for on this occasion the women 
of Mormondom were brought into 
the field of action as a major force. 
Brigham Young well understood that 
the real conflict was between himself 
‘and President Grant. These two 
remarkable men were both aiming 
to pursue the best methods to master 
each otber; und it is not a little in- 
teresting to study the development of 
the movements of each to that end 
from the onset to the present moment. 
In other chapters we shall see how, 
step by step, General Grant has ad- 
vanced to the conquest of Brigham 
Young, with as determined a spirit 
as he ever manifested in the subjuga- 
tion of the South; and how he has 
failed in bis every effort, with all his 
instruments, in bringing confusion to 
the modern ‘‘man of destiny,” and 
overthrowing the Mormon” com- 
monwealth. But come we now more 
immediately to the issue of the Cullom 
Bill, and the remonstrances of the 
entire Mormon people. 

The Cullom Bill had passed the 
House, but it had not yet passed the 
Senate. There was the bare chance 
that, if the people arose en masse, 
and manifested to the country that 
earnest apostolic spirit so becoming of 


them, the Sullom Bill might die in 


the Senate. The Gentiles of Utah, 
however, looked upon this as the 
„ Mormon” ‘‘ forlorn hope,” and de 
cided, beyond all question, that Se- 
nator Cragin weuld prosecute the 
action through the Senate to a suc- 
cessful issue, as surely as had General 
Oullom done in the House. 

But the “Mormon” people still 


trusted in the Lord. At midday of 


the 31st of March, aecording to pre- 
vious notice, the people began to dock 
en masse towards Temple Bleck, to 

protest against the recent action of the 
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House of Congress, and to petition 
the Senate not to pass the Cullom 
Bill. At one o’clock every seat and 
window of the tabernacle was packed 
with spectators, the doorways were 
crowded, and around the building was 
avast multitude that could not find 
entrance. Mayor D. H. Wells was 
chosen to preside over the meeting. 
Apostles Orson Pratt, John Taylor, 
Geo. Q Cannon, and others addressed 
the people, after which the following 
memorial to Congress was unanimously 
adopted ; 

To Honorable — ouse 
of Representatives of the Uni tates, 
2 Congress assembled : 

GENTLEMEN :—It is with no ordinary 
concern that we have learned of the 
passage by the House of Represen- 
tatives of the House Bill No. 1 089, 
entitled, A bill in aid of the execu- 
tion of the laws in Utah, and for other 
purposes,” commonly known as ‘‘ The 
Cullom Bill,“ against which we desire 
to enter our most earnest and unqual- 
ified protest, and appeal ayainst its 
passage by the Senate of the United 
States, or bey its reconsideration by 
the House of R-presentatives. We 
are sure you ‘will bear with us while 
we present for your consideration 
some of the reasons why this bill 
should not become law. 

Gentlemen of the Senate and House 
of Representatives, of the 150,000 
estimated population of the Territory 
of Utah, it is well known that all ex- 
cept from 6,000 to 10,000 sre members 
of the Church of Jesus Christ of Lat- 
ter-day Sainte, usually called Mormons. 
These are essentially the people of this 
Territory; they have settled it, re- 
claimed the desert waste, cultivated 
it, subdued the Indians, opened means 
of communication, made roads, built 
cities, and brought into being a new 
State tu add lustre to the national 
galaxy of our glorious Union. And 
we, the people who have done this, 
are believers in the principles of plural 
marriage or polygamy, not simply as 
an elevating social relationsbip, and 
a preventive of many terrible evils 
which afflict our race, but as a prin- 
ciple revealed by God, underlying 
our every hope of eternal salvation 
and happiness in heaven. We believe 
in the pre-existence of the spirits of 
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men; that God is the author of our 
being ; that marriage is ordained as 
the A source by which man- 
kind obtain an existence in this pro- 
bation on the earth; that the marriage 
relation exists and extends throughout 
eternity, and that without it no man 
obtain an exaltation in the celes: 
tial kingdom of God. The revelation 
commanding the of 
marriage, given by throug 
to the Church of Jesus 
Obrist of Latter-day Saints, in its 


Great paragraph has the following 


language: ‘‘ Behold I reveal unto 
you a new and everlasting covenant ; 
and if ye abide not that covenant, 
then are ye damned; for none can 
reject this covenant and be permit 
ted to enter into my glory.” With 
this language before us, we cannot 
view plural marriage in any other 
light than as a vital principle of our 
religion. Let the revelation appear 
iu the eyes of others as it may, to us 
it is a divine command, of equal force 
with any ever given by the Creator of 
the world to his ehildren in the flesh. 

The Bible confessedly stands in our 
nation as the foundation on which 
all law is based. It is the fountain 
from which our ideas of right and 
wrong are drawn, and it gives shape 
and force to our morality; yet it 
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sustains plural marriage, and in no 
instance dves it condemn that institu- 
tion. Not only having, therefore, a 
revelation from God making the belief 
and practice of this principle obliga- 
tory upon us, we have the warrant of 
the Holy Scriptures and the example 
of Prophets and righteous men whom 
God loved, honored and blessed.’ And 
it should be borne in mind that when 
this principle vas promulgated, and 
the people of this Territory entered 
upon its practice, it was not a crime, 
God revealed it to us. His divine 
word, as contained in the Bible which 
we had been taught to venerate and 
regard as holy, upheld it, and there 
was no law applicable to us makin 

our belief or practice of it criminal, 
It is no crime in this Territory to day. 
only as the law of 1862, a long 
years after our adoption of this prin- 
ciple as a part of our religious faith, 
makes it such. The law of 1862 is 
now a fact; one proscription gives 
atrength to another. What yesterday 
was opinion is liable to day to be law. 
It is for this reason that we earnestly 
and respectfully remonstrate and pro- 
test againat the passage of the bill now 
before the Honorable Senate, feeling 
assured that, while it cannot accom- 
plish any possib'e good it may result 


in a great amount of misery. 


THOUGHTS ON PRAYER. 
P ELDER J. C. SCHOFIELD, MANCHESTER. 


What a great blessing has been con- 
ferred on mankind in extending to 
them the privilege of holding commu 
nication with the high heavens through. 
the mediumship of prayer, yet few 
seem to fully realize this, otherwise 
we should not see itso much neglected 
and . Even among the 
Saints there are some who are negli 
ent in this duty to a greater or less 
egree. Some think they are fulfill 
ing as much of the law as is really 
necessary, if they pray once a day. 
To such I will venture to say, You 
are not living your religion to the ex- 
tent that you should, and are debar. 


ring yourselves of many great blessings 
which you might obtain by keeping 


the commandments of God, and by 
obeying his servants, one of whom has 
said, that yon should “ pray without 
ceasing.” To know Ged is eternal 
life, and no man can know God or 
please him without he is possessed of 
the Spirit of God, and how can he. 
expect. the Spirit of God if he does 
not ask that it may be bestowed upon 
him? It is written, ‘‘ Ask and ye 
shall receive,” therefore if any Saint, 
wishes to have the Spirit of God, let 
him ask of the Father, who “‘ giveth 
liberally and upbraideth not,” realising 
that the Lord beareth the prayer of’ 
the righteous,” and that ‘‘the prayer 
of the righteous is his delight.” When 
a man retires into his closet and pours 
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out the feelings of his soul before his 
Maker, asking for his guidance and 
care, he will rise feeling strong in his 
religion and in his desires for righte- 
ousness—he will be better prepared 
to fight against those evil influences 
which are ever hovering around him 
to lead him to sorrow and destruction. 
How many Saints we meet who are 
so full of cares as to how they shall 
provide for their families, that the 
whole of their energy seems to be 
spent in obtaining a livelihood. If 
you speak to them of prayer, they will 
answer, Oh yes, I know it is right 
that I should pray, only you see, 
brother, I am so pressed with work 
that I really cannot find time.” They 
do not think they are doing any great 
wrong, and yet Christ said that mea 
eught always to pray.” And if they 
were to ask their heavenly Father in 
the morning to bless them and their 
labora, they would be enabled to 
journey through life much more easily 
and righteously than they can while 
neglecting prayer. It not unfrequently 
happens that wken the evening comes 
they are so fatigued with the day’s 
exertions, that they feel too much 
exhausted to pray, and merely mutter 
over a few set phrases of thanksgiving 
or supplication, expecting the Lord to 
accept of this form of godliness,” for 
nothing but a mere form such a prayer 
would be. Oh that every Saint would 
bow down before their Maker in the 
morning, when their mind is clear and 
their body strong, and pray that they 
may be preserved through the day 
from every evil, and then live through 
the day so that they might call down 
the blessing of God on every action, 
and on retiring thank him for his 
reserving care, their lives would be 
lessed by the presence of his Holy 
Spirit, and a celestial glory would 
await them in the life which is to come. 
There are some among the Saints who 
do pray privately, yet fail to have 
rayers in and with their family; but 
if the influence of family prayers were 
known to all, there would be but few 
of the Saints who would neglect this 
duty. What a sweet and holy influ 
ence or spirit there is in a house where 
at the call of the head of the family 
all bow down to thank and praise the 
Lord their God; even the children 
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feel its influence, and are stimulated 
to devote their lives while yet young 
to the works of righteousness ; the 
are taught to pray by example, and 
through this training will naturally 
(when grown to maturity) retain the 
lessons of their early youth. _ 

I venture to assert that without 
prayer no man can please God, nor 
retain a sufficient portion of His Spirit 
to enable him to combat with the trials 
and temptations which the Saints are 
called to pass through. I repeat it, 
those Saints who do not seek the Lord’ 
in prayer often, will not endure te the: 
end. All sacred writings and all ex- 
perience bear testimony to this asser- 
tion. 
How necessary therefore it is that 
we should pray unto God continually, 
asking him for his blessing, etc. At 
the same time let no man offer upa 
prayer in a careless manner, neither 
with levity, not taking heed of the 
solemnity of the action of praying to. 
his Creator. But when ye pray, 
use not vain repetitions, as the hea- 
then do: for they think that they 
shall be heard fer their much speaking. 
Be not ye therefore like unto them: 
for your Father knoweth what things 
ye have need of, before ye ask him.“ 
Matt. vi, 7, 8. | 

The Lord hates covenant breakers. 
Let the Saints therefore be careful in: 
making covenants with the Lord, ex- 
cept they are determined to fulfill: 
their portion of the covenant, no 
matter how circumstances may com- 
bine to hinder; let them not say to 
the Lord, Oh Father, I have sinned | 
in breaking one of thy commandments, 
and I pray that I may be forgiven, as. 
I repent and will commit this sin no 
more,” excepting they feel assured 
that they will be able, by the help of 
his Holy Spirit, to fulfill so great a. 
covenant; it would be preferable, 
probably, to ask for His help, pro- 
mising to endeavor to overcome the 
failing; then if the weakness of the: 
flesh overcame the willingness of the 
spirit, they would not be under the: 
same condemnation. It is equally 
wrong to ask God for some particular 
blessing for some specified purpose, 
and after obtaining the blessing, not 
to apply it to that purpose. For in- 
stance: a Saint prays God to bless. 


> 2 
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tim with means and he will gather out 
to Zion; he strives to obtain this 
means, and the Lord works in his 
behalf; he succeeds in gathering toge- 
ther sufficient for the purpose, but 
now begins to think that as he by 
economy saved all this money in 80 
short a time, be will continuo striving 
for a year, or perhaps two years, and 
obtain more, in order to commence 
some business on his arrival in Utah. 
In a short time he becomes so bound 
by business or family relations, that 
he cannot go when he wishes, and the 
curse of God instead of his ‘blessing is 
upon bim for breaking this covenant 
made with the Lord. Whena Saint 
asks the Lord to bless him with means 
to enable him to gather, as soon as he 
ts this let him at once hasten out of 
88 grateful that the Lord has 
blessed him, and when he arrives in 
Zion the same spirit will tend to his 
blessing there. 


If the Saints wish for blessings, let 


them live an honest, consistent, and 
righteous life, and then after asking 
God, see if they dv not realize the 
words of Jesus unto his diciples, say- 
ing, ‘‘ If ye then, being evil, know how 
to give good gifts unto your children, 
how much more shall your Father 
which is in heaven give good things to 
them that ask him.” (Matt. vii. 11.) 


Any person reading the history of 
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God's people, whether they lived on 
the east or western hemisphere, tinds 
continual record of what great blessings 
were obtained through prayer. So 
numerous are the examples, that it 
would be impossible even to begin to 
enumerate them in the space allotted 
to me; but all the Saints know that by 
and through prayer the poor obtain 
relief, the desponding are filled with 
joy, the weak are made strong, the 
sick are healed, the widow and the 
orphan are comforted ; the strong are 
made stronger, the good are made 
better; the earth with its products, 
the air and the water are blessed, 
through the prayers of the righteous. 
The Savior promised that, All 
things, whatsoever ye shall ask iu 
prayer, believing, ye shall receive.” 
(Matt. xxi. 22.) What more can 


mortal man desire? The promise is 


here given, and nothing can prevent 
us from obtaining any blessing that 
would be for our good, only our own 
weaknesses, shortcomings, and lack of 
faith. | 

Let all the Saints ‘‘ cease to do evil,” 
learn to ‘‘ work righteousness,” and 
„ pray without ceasing,” and thus 
hasten the time when all creation will 
sing together, prasing the name of the 
Maker of the heavens and the earth, 
and all that in them are, while the 
righteous will live for ever ! 


4 


THE SPIRIT OF THE AGE. 


— — 


Some remarks made by Mr. W. H. 
Smith, a member of the British Cabi- 


net, have been copied into a great 


many American papers. Said he: 
The inventive facnlties of men are 


nos almost wholly devoted to destruc- . 


tion, and I daily receive more sugges- 
tions of a murderous character than 
I can deal with.“ 
The gentleman with the very com- 
mon name whose words we have quoted 
is a very uncommon person. He used 
to be anews-dealer. Not an ordinary 
peddler of papers, but an enterprising, 


pushing provider of general news for | 


the British public, who had the run 
of a great many railroads and was 
very successful in his business. He 


became the projector of the Thames 
Embankment, and the now famous 
author of several important measures 
that were adopted by Parliament, 
and although he is not a brilliant 
orator, his good common sense, prac- 
tical experience and sound judgment 
made such deep marks on the English 
official mind, that he was tendered a 

ost in the Cabinet, and is now Firat 

ord of the Admiralty. Mr. Smith 
is a Liberal Conservative, and bis 
promotion is pleasing to all who can 
appreciate the struggle which a man 
has to make, in England, in order to 
rise from the ranks to such an impor- 
tant official position. 


He made the above-quoted observa- 
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tion at a banquet, given at St. James’ 


Hall, London, by the Westminster 
Conservative Association. He stands 
in a position which gives him an ex- 
cellent opportunity of obtaining infor 
mation, on the subject he touched 
upon. Plans fer the destruction of 
Eugland's enemies, would come before 
his attention in his official capacity, 
and it appears that they are so nu- 
merous as to be beyond his powers 
of investigation. 

This is one of the signs of the latter 
times, and a strong comment on tbe 
influences of so-called Christian civili 
gation. The spirit of that religion 
introduced by the Nazarene was 
breathed by the angels, when they 
sang of his birth and made joyful mu 
sic on the plains of Bethlehem. 
„Peace on earth, good will to all 
menu” may not be a perfect translation 
of their words, but it expresses the 
theme of their anthem and is in 
harmony with the teaching of the 
Master. The spirit of bloodshed is 
not divine. Death and destruction 
are from beneath, not from above. 
Tue light which shines upon man’s 
intellect and quickens his powers of 
perception, beams down from the Sun 
of Righteousness, but the uses which 
men make ef the intelligence bestowed 
upon them is ton often perverted un 
der the promptings of that Evil One. 

If the Christianity of Christ bad 
remained on the earth for eighteen 
centuries and prevailed, mankind 
would not now be in a state of hostil- 
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ity, neither would the inventive 
faculties of men be chiefly employed 
in the construction of schemes and 
appliances for wholesale murder 
How to promote life and make it de- 
sirable would be the object of the 
ingenious, and engines of war would 
be turned into implements of peace. 
ful industry. But we are living in 
the times foretold and described 
the Savior, and amid the events 
which he said would immediately 
precede his second advent. This ten- 
dency of the human mind to plan 
for bloodshed and destruction is one 
of the characteristics of the period, 
and a natural effect of the influence 
of that spirit which causes ‘‘ vation 
to rise against nation and kingdom 
against kingdom,” and leads to strife, 
enmity and death. 

The subject broached by Mr. Smith 
is full of horror aud suggestive of 
sadness. But the believer in Biblical 
predictions can look through the 
gloom of the coming troubles, which 
will cause men's hearts to fail them 
for fear” to the succeeding period when 
swords shall be turned into plough- 
shares and spears into pruning hooks, 
when nations shall cease their sirug 
gles for conquest and dominion, when 
private animosities shall be subdued, 
when the genius of invention shall 
penetrate the hidden secrets of hfe, 
when gladness shall flow over the earth 
like a flood, and every man in every 
place shall meet a brother and a. 
friend.” —Deseret News. 


CHRISTIAN 


ISRAELITES. 


— 


A convention of Israelites who are 
willing to accept Jesus Christ as the 
Messiah of the world, is called for 
through the New York Herald, by Rev. 
David Rosenberg, M. D., of Columbus, 


Ohio, who desires correspondence with 
a view to fixing the time and place for 


the assembly. The object of the con- 
vention is stated to be: 

First, to form an alliance ef all 
the converted Jews and of Israel 
thronghent the world, and to appoint 
a set time to confess the sin of the 
nation in rejecting Jesus Christ the 


son of God and crucifying Him, there- 
by bringing the wrath of God upon the 
nation. Therefore God has said the 
nation shall be dispersed througout the 
world till the fulness of the Gentiles.is- 
come. God has promised that If we 
confeas cur sins He is faithful and just. 
to forgive us our sins and to cleanse us. 
from all unrighteousness.“ Second, te 
form a basis for a national existence 
upon the New Testament Scriptures 
as the statute and law of the nation. 

Third, to implore the Powers of the 

world to restore Palestine to the people. 
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of God ; for this is the day of grace. | believe” in the crucified Jesus, and 

The conflict in the East indicates that to realize that their fathers were 

the day of the Lord is at hand.” under the curse of shedding innocent 
We hope the call will not die out | blood. But the great influx of Jews 

without effect. For, though the gentle- | tu Palestine and the fulfilment of the 

man‘who makes it has not the key to | predictions of their ancient prophets 

the removal of that ‘‘ blindness in part | concerning the restoration, will take 

which has happened unto Israel,” and | place mainly without conversion to 

which will remain until “ the fnlness | Christian doctrine; and not till the 

of the Gentiles is come in,” we would | Messiah appears in their midst asa 
like to see an interest on this subject | Deliverer from the grasp of thé Gen- 

aroused in the Hebrew heart, and learn | tiles greedy for blood and spoil, will 

some facts and figures in relation to] they accept him, nationally, as the 
the extent of Jewish belief in the | son of David who is to rule over Israel 

Messiahsbip of Jesus of Nazareth. forever. 

A vast amount of money has been} This is according to the prophetic 
expended by the Society for the Pro | declarations of the Hebrew seers and 
mulga:ion of Christianity among the | the word of the Lord through the 
Jews, but while the cost figures up | great Prophet of the nineteenth cen- 
in the hundreds of thousands, the|tury. To attempt to proselyte the 
actual converts may be easily counted | Jewish people is labor in vain for the 
on the fingers of the president of the | Christian sects. And to the 
institution. A few unprincipled sons | sons of Ephrain” who hold the 
of Judah have made pretence of belief | keys of the Priesthood will the power 
in Christianity, but in nearly every | be given, after they have finished the 
case time has proven them to be mef | work among the Gentiles, to carry the 
cenary impostors. The season has truth to Israel and Judah. But we 
not arrived for the vail to be taken | shall look fur tidings of the Jewish 
away from the Jewish mind. Aud convention, and note with pleasure 
when it is removed spurious Chris. | any signs of the coming day of glory 
tianity will have little more effect aud redemption for the race which 
upon it than at present. When the has been preserved, through the 
way begins to open for the redemp | oppression and suffering of centuries, 
tion of their ancient inheritance, and | fur a brilliant destiny and a vast do- 
they gather in force to rebuild Jeru- | minion. —Deseret News. 
salem, many Jews will ‘‘ begin to ; 


* 


Truth is a beautiful picture which is never complete without a frame; the 
manner in which truth is told is the frame which shows it advantageously. 


If God sends thee a cross, take it up and follow him. Use it wisely, least it 
be unprofitable, Bear it patiently, least it be intolerable. If it be light, slight 
it not. If it be heavy murmer not.—Quarles. | 


Tue Prayer or Haspakkox.—During Dr. Franklin’s residence in Paris, 
after an evening entertainment, a number of the literati present assented to the 
general charge against the Bible as being a piece of deception and destitute of 
any literary merit. While the whole party assented, it was observed that the 
Dr. gave no answer, and they appealed to him for his opinion. In his way, he 
avoided an expression by saying that his mind had been running on a new book 
which he had fallen in with at one of the stores. It might interest them if be 
would read a short section; They were all eager to hear. Taking a book out 
of his pocket, he read in a grave and solemn manner a short poem. They all 
pronounced it the best they had ever heard. That is fine,” said one. That 
18 aublimity,” said another, It has not its auperior in the world,” was the 
unanimous opinion. They all wished to know if that was a specimen of the 
book. ‘‘ Certainly,” said the Dr., it is full of such passages. It is no other 
than your good-for-nothing Bible, out of which I have read the prayet of 
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THE LATTER-DAY SAINTS’ MILLENNIAL STAR. 


MONDAY, APRIL 15, 1878. 


THE HOLY SPIRIT OF GOD. 

Tats is an absorbing and fruitful theme for the consideration of the Latter-day 
Saints—to understand its nature and character, its necessity and use, its office 
and power, its workings and effects, its claims and blessings, is worthy of 
intense and life long study ; to be in harmony with it, to be subject to its 
control, to enjoy its sweet companionship is one of the highest and greatest 
privileges pertaining to human experience; it is the messenger of the Almighty, 
it is the power of God, it is the promised Comforter ; it is the great medium 
by which truth is communicated, the one teacher, the snre authority ; it never 
prevaricates, never misleads, never betrays; it is the friend of progress, the 
power of increase, the secret of life; it comprehends all things, yet by man is 
not fully comprehended ; it is a guide in very small matters, yet it searcheth 
all things, even the deep things of God ;” it is the minister of the Father, the 
promise of the Son, the benzfactor of man; in all ages the same great agent, 
in all lands the same supreme intelligence, and in all conditiors ‘‘a very pre- 
sent help ;” it is the light, the life, of both eternity and time; Omnipresent, 
Omniscient, and Infinite, Whither shall I go from thy Spirit? Whither 
hall I flee from thy presence? If I ascend up into heaven thou art there; if 
I make my bed in hell, behold thou art there ; if I take the wings of the morn- 
ing and dwell in the uttermost parts of the sea, even there shall thy band lead 
me, and thy right hand shall bold me.” 

This Spirit is the great fountain of intelligence, ‘Fit lighteth every man that 
cometh into the world ;” by it he can find the word of the Lord, The word of 
the Lord is truth, and whatsoever ie truth is light, and whatsoever is light 
is Spirit, even the Spirit of Jesus Christ, and the Spirit giveth light to every 
man that cometh into the world; and the Spirit enlighteneth every man 
throughout the world who hearkeneth to the voice of the Spirit, and every 
One that bearkeneth to the voice of the Spirit cometh unto God even the 
Father.” (Doe. & Cov. sec. iv, 7.) This is in beautiful harmony with the 
Scripture which saith, ‘‘ There is a measure of the Spirit given to every man 
to profit withal,” and explains how it is that when the Gentiles ‘‘ which have not 
the law do by nature the things centained in the law, these having not the law 
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are a law unto themselves,” for in every nation he that feareth God and 
worketh righteousness is accepted of God.” 8 

This is the result of obedience to that general diffusion of the Spirit by 
whieti the Almighty, while in times past be suffered all nations to walk in 
their own ways, nevertheless he left not himself without witness in that he did 
good.” But there is a special sense in which to his own covenant people he 
has given the ministrations of the Spirit ; it was the inspiration of Joseph in 
Egypt, of Moses, and of the first Seventy whom he ordained ; Joshua, Elijah 
and Elisha, Balaam, Azariah and Amasai, Samuel and David bad Job, aud the 
Prophets and Seers of old were made glad by the power and Spirit from on 
high ; but under the Gospel dispensation, its manifestations were of a more 
vitalizing and decided charucter, its rich outpouring seems to have been cur- 
tailed under the law and the Prophets, being reserved us the crowning glory 
and force of the Messianic dispensation, and the one great gift and qualifica- 
tion under the diviner rule of the Gospel; this seems to give the glow and 
lustre of the heavens to the Savior, and when we are told that to him was 
given the Spirit without measure,” we see how his intelligence, how his 
power, how his general character towering high above his brethren and even 
before the Gentiles, led one to exclaim, ‘‘ Verily this man was the Son of God;” 
it was the secret of his ‘‘ disputing with the doctors,” and of the comment, 
‘Surely never man spake like this man,” and the question, Whence had this 
man this wisdom ?” for no man was able to answer him à word!“ 

The full endowment and power of this Spirit was not known to the disciples 
during the life of the Savior, although its influence was felt by them, although 
their Master Lad breathed upon them and said, Receive ye the Holy Ghost, 
although by it they had after his resurrection been compelled to say, Did 
not our hearts burn within us while he talked with us by the way, and while 
he opened to us the Scriptures?” Yet this was not the full realization of the 
promised ‘‘ Comforter,” of that ‘‘ baptism” to which, vo doubt, they looked 
forward with intense anxiety ; ‘‘ Ye shall be baptized with the Holy Ghost not 
many days hence ;” ye shall receive power after that the Holy Ghost is 
come, and ye shall be witnesses unto me both in Jerusalem; and in Judea, and 
Samaria, and unto the uttermost parts of the earth !” The ever memorable 
day of Pentecost stands out in grand relief in the histury of apostolic and 
religious life—here the Prophets and the promise of the Messiah met a grand 
fulfillment, and from thence in all directions radiated perpetual testimony to 
the truth and power of the risen Savior, and testimony also to that higher 
order of his Gospel which abolished for ever the authority of the law of 
earnal commandments.” 

The receiving of this Spirit by the einne e am and Ch pars: 
and its continued and abiding transmission by the ordinance of ‘‘ the laying 

on of hands,” is familiar to every reader of the sacred history—it was to them 
A revealer and dispenser of gifts and blessings ; ‘‘ The Holy Ghost whom the 
Father will send in my name, shall teach you all things, and bring all things 
to your remembrance, whatsoever I have said unto you ;” The Spirit of truth 
will guide you into all truth. and show you things to come;” thus was to 
be fulfilled the saying, the testimony of Jesus is the Spirit of prophecy.” 
This Spirit possesses a wonderful grasp in regard te the necessities of man, 
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and also a wonderful ability of adaptation to those necessities, ‘‘the Spirit 
helpeth our infirmities ;” and Paul experimentally remarks, *‘ Now concerning 
Spiritual gifts, brethren, I would not have you ignorant, there are diversi‘ies 
of gifts, but the same Spirit. to one is given by the Spirit the word of wis- 
dom, to another the word of knowledge by the same Spirit, to another faith 
by the same Spirit, to another the gift of healing by the same Spirit, to another 
the working of miracles, to another prophecy, to another discerning of Spirits, 
to another kinds of tongues, to another the interpretation of tongues; but all 
these worketh that one and the self-same Spirit, dividing to every man severally 
“as he will;“ and we read that the fruits of the Spirit” are love, joy, peace, 
long-suffering, gentleness, goodness, faith, meekness, temperance ;” and that 
he who ‘‘soweth to the Spirit, shall of the Spirit reap life everlasting.” 
Indeed, to quote and dilate upon the office, work, and results of the Spirit, is 
to give the life of the obedient and the faithful in all things. 

There is something wonderful, heavenly, Godlike, in a system and order 
which comprehends and secures these grand results, and an ordinance by which 
this is realized should be cherished as among the most precious things of the 
Gospel. The authority which can thus confer blessings is an anthority to be 
desired. Joshua was full of the Spirit of wisdom, for Moses had lajd his 
hands upon him.” (Deut. xxxix 9.) They of Samaria received the Holy Ghost 
by the laying on of the hands of Peter and John. Paul laid his hands upon 
the baptized of Ephesus, when the Holy Ghost came upon them, and they 
spake with tongues and prophesied ; laying on of hands was one of the princi- 
ples of the doctrine of Christ (Heb. vi, 1, 2), and when men repudiate this 
they become possessed of other spirits, they depart ‘‘from the faith, giving 
heed to seducing spirits,” whereas the old believers were exhorted not to 
‘* believe every spirit,” but to try the spirits whether they be of God.” 

With the apostacy this Spirit was grieved. ‘*‘My Spirit shall not always 
strive with man” saith the Lord, but ‘‘in the dispensation of the fullness of 
times” Ged will gather together all things in one which are in Christ, both 
which are in heaven and which are on earth ;” ordinances, endowments, and 
authorities which in the ages of the past may have been rejected of men, and 
so returned to the heavens ; ordinances, principles, truths which may have 
remained among men, isolated, probably, or in connection with all sects, 
parties, and organizations of men, being component and essential particles of 
the Gospel, will again be gathered together; the restoration of the fullness 
of the Gospel” will include the whole; every key, power, ordinance, spiritual 
gift and doctrine, shall find again its proper place and sphere, and by these. 
will man once more be ‘‘thoroughly furnished unto every good word and. 
work; the manifestation of the Spirit, the organization of the Church, the: 
power of revelation, will all aid in ee the believers to the unity of the 
faith and to the stature of men in Christ ;” we shall no more be tossed about 
by every wind of doctrine, whereby men lay in wait to deceive,” for the fruits 
of the Spirit is in all things goodness, righteonsness and truth.” 

Among those who have participated in this restoration, can any say the 
promises are unfulfilled? Has not the Spirit been to us light, intelligence, 
wisdum? Have not the eyes of cur understanding been opened, has not our 
reason been informed, our judgment corrected, our souls enlarged? Have we 
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not in ignorance received wisdom, in weakness: strength, in darkness light ? 
Have we not had peace in a world of strife, comfort in seasons of sorrow, quiet 
in times of perplexity ? Have we not seen and been participators in all the 
gifts which marked the Apostolic times? Are we not witnesses that God 
lives, that Jesus was and is the author of eternal salvation to all them that 
obey him?’ Can we not say that the Gospel came to us not in word only, 
but in power and demonstration of the Holy Ghost?’ Do we not know that 
‘‘the testimony of Jesus is the spirit of prophecy?” Have we not touched, 
tasted, and handled of the good words of eternal life?“ Have we not proved 
the promises, the prophecies, and the Priesthood? All this we testify, and 
we can say as John said, ‘‘ Hereby know we the Spirit of truth,” ‘‘ Hereby 
know we that we dwell in Him and He in us, because he hath given us His. 
Spirit.” It is the Spirit that beareth witness, because the Spirit is truth.“ 
Thousands and tens of thousands can testify to the power of this Spirit, 
given according to promise after faith, repentance, and baptism ; by it they 
know that Joseph Smith was called and sent of God; this is the official sanction 
—the heaven-given testimony, which none can ‘‘gainsay or resist ;” it is. 
testimony also to the official character of his successors—proof that the autho- 
rity of the Holy Priesthood is perpetuated in the Church of Jesus Christ of 
Latter-day Saints, God hath made «s also able ministers of the Spirit,“ even 
the Holy Spirit of God!“ | ie H. W. N. 


— 


THE BLESSING OF CHILDREN. 


Ir bas been intimated to us that some of the Elders have been teaching ideas 
concerning the blessing of children that we deem to be incorrect. If we are 
not misinformed it has been taught that there was no need of parents bringing 
their infants before the Church to be blessed by the Eiders, but it were better 
for the father to attend to this rite at home, for if he did not he lost a very 
great privilege as well as a right to, and power over his cMildren that he might 
otherwise retain. This is not so. We have nothing to say against a father 
' blessing bis children, the genius of the Priesthood being primarily patriarchal, 
with God himself the great Father of us all at the head. Indeed we claim that. 
every man holding the Melchisedec Priesthvod is a patriarch in his own home, 
with the right to bless all his children and grandchildren, even all the fruits of 
his loins. Nor do we object to the father taking his babe on the eighth day and 
giving it a father’s blessing. But we do not think that this privilege whether 
exercised or unimproved, should interfere with our obedience to that/law of the 
Lord wherein it is stated (New Edition Doctrine and Covenants, Scc. 20, verse 
70, page 117) Every member of the Church of Christ having children, is to 
bring them unto the Elders before the Church, who are to lay their hands upon 
them in the name of Jesus Christ and bless them in bis name.” Outside of the 
all-important fact that this is u direct command of Jehovah, and as auch should 
be studioasly complied with without hesitancy or objection, we think quite a 
number of excellent reasons can be adduced to prove tuat this command is at- 
teuded with beneficial results to babe and to parents, who by bringing their child 
before the Church manifest their faith in the sight of their brethren and sisters, 
in God's word and in his promises, as well as their thankfuluess to him for 
increasing their posterity and for the safe delivery of his handmaiden. The 
child is also benefited by the united faith and responsive prayers of the assembled 
Saints, which faith seals the more sure word of prophecy” pronounced upon 
the head of the child, as it also gives more abundant power to the officiating 
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High Priest or Elder to manifest the good pleasure of the Lord with regard to 
it. And again the blessing is thus given in the presence of the Chuch recorder, 
and there is much less likelihood of the record being omitted or errors entering 
therein, then there would be should the rite be attended to at home. In this, 
as in all other things the path of revelation is the path of safety. The nature 
of the work of the Lord, the spirit and genius of his Church, founded upon the 
rock of his revealed word, compels us to admonish the brethren to have great 
-care, lest in giving expression to their private opinions they advance theories 
opposed to the revealed word and will of the Lord. In this is no man justified. 
No man is authorized to teach to the Church new or advanced doctrines except 
the Presidency thereof. Light comes from the head, and to that point must 
‘the members of the Charch look for knowledge and wisdom and doctrine and 
principle. Did every man holdiug a portion of the Priesthood have the right 
to advance doctrines for the acceptance of the Church, it would briug chaos, 
our name*would be Babylon, and it could no longer be said that God's house is 
a house of Order ;” we should be like the rest of the world, one mau’s upinion 
would be as good as that of another; there would be no rallying point, no 
recognized authority, no head; on the contrary we should be weak indeed. 
Then let us not stray from well defined landmarks. If, in the providence of 
God, and the growth, increase and development of his kingdom, we need further 
light and intelligence on doctrine, it will be given to us, and it will come through 
the proper and duly appointed authority. : 
JoHN TAYLOR, 
| In behalf of the Council of the Apostles. 
-— Deseret News. | | 


ABSTRACT OF CORRESPONDENCE. 


Elder N. A. Empey writes from Sheepshed, in the Nottingham Conference, 
April 4th :— 

J have been spending the last week in Coalville, Whitwick and -Sheepshed, 
holding meetings and having good times generally in laboring amongst the 
people. Our meetings are being well attended, and I find the strangers are 

coming more friendly disposed towards us. In Leicester, a gentleman came 
to our meeting a few Sundays ago, who kindly asked me to go to his house to 
tea. Brother Mclntire and myself went and were treated very kindly by him, 
his wife, and two other gentlemen whom he had invited in to bear us talk. 
After tea he told me that he was ready fur baptism, and furthermore his house 
was open for us to hold meetings in any time. I, in company with brother 
Carter, will go to Leicester to-morrow, and if all should be well expect to at- 
tend to this baptizing.”’ | 

Prest. Alma L. Smith writes from Sheffield :— 


The Saints through the Conference generally feel well; we add a few by 
baptism, from month to month,—some half dozen new converts joined our 
‘ranks during the month of March. Brother Warren and I recently organized 
the ‘ Rotherham and Holbrook’ Districts of the Sheffield Branch into sepa- 
rate Branches, they both having of late increased their numbers sufficiently to 
justify such a move. The former is six, and the latter about nine miles from 
Sheffield. This will encourage the members thereof, besides relieving Prest. 
O. Perkins of no small responsibility. When I took charge here I began in a 
kindly, though earnest manner to talk up the principle of Tithing, (in common 
with others) and carried it through the entire Conference, quoting repeatedly 
‘from the Stars, Journals, and other Church works, including the Bible, 
upon the subject ; and you know the result, our Tithing has increased, though 
times have grown harder, we have paid the ‘debt’ which was upon us and 
met all necessary expenses, besides sending considerable to 42,“ to bless 
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some other interest, all of which speaks well for the Saints of Sheffield Con- 
ference. Bro. Warren and myself study economy, neither of us bave used a 
hape for ourselves to buy or pay for anything, except the expenses about 
the Conference House, and that as little as possible, with a trifle for railroad 
fares for myself, etc., on account of my crippled condition. We study to know 
our duty, and then manfully do it. I presume brother Henry, that we who 
have filled two years in Old England, or been upon several other foreign mis- 
sions, may almost think of home, sweet home, and cast our eyes Ziunward, ere 
long, not that I am in a hurry, restless or uneasy, yet am willing to go, and not 
‘anwilling to remain. The Lord knows best. His will, and not mine be don 

my heart is to know and do my duty. Sheffield is a small Conference, but I 
have stuck ¢lose to it, now for over ten months, and have really enjoyed my 
labors and feel blessed. I have seen and known heathendom, and a bird’s eye 
view of a little of the civilized world, but my future is still ‘ahead’ of me.” 


‘THE TIMES ARE OUT OF JOINT.” 
— 0 — 


Dry.—Siam on account of drouth had short crops and has prohibited the 
export of rice. This will take out 30,000,000 pounds from the general supply 
of the ontside world. | 

SHort.—The crops in Denmark were unusually light last year. Instead of 
being able to export grain, as heretofore, the country was compelled to import. 
544,000 bushels for home-cousumption. 

TixkRRS.—It sounds like hollow mockery for Moody to be warning Boston 
young ladies against marryiug unbelievers, when there are seventy thousand 
women in Massachusetts who cannot get any husband at all.— Hæ. 


TURKEY AND Revence.—The Morning Advertiser's Vienna correspondent 
telegraphs :—Turkey is arming considerably in secret. She has yet 120,000 
regular troops, and 10,000 Bulgarian Mussulmans will be enrolled. All the 
Turkish officers are eager for revenye. | 

FearED ErIDpEMIC.— Reports have been received by the Porte respecting the 
intensity of the emanations cansed by putrefaction of the bodies of men and 
horses in Bulgaria, particularly at Kirk Killesa where over twenty thousand 
horses were buried. An epidemic is feared as the weather becomes warmer. 


TRR Crisis.—Owing to the unsettled relations between England and Russia, 
the herring fishery on the east coast of Scotland is likely to prove a total fail- 
ure. In previous seasons several thousand persons were engaged, while this. 
year there is not a single engagement, and the results among the fishing popu- 
lation of Wick and other towns are already deplorable. 

Great Gates. — As an instance of the severity of the recent gales, it is said 
that upwards of 200 of the Lowestoft fishing boats lost every net they had on 
board, and out of 500 boats only 100 are now fit for sea. Of the Kinsale 
fleet, 130 boats lost their nets, and the total damage done is estimated at be- 
tween £20,000 and £30,000. 

Inp1a.—The Times Calcutta correspondent telegraphs, public feeling in India. 
has been excited to the utmost degree by the latest war telegrams. All Iudian 
topics, however locally important, have sunk into abeyance in face of the para- 
mount question of war. The interest is due to the conviction that the war will 
be practically an Indian war, undertaken for the sole purpose of protecting 
India from Russian aggression. | | | 
Tu Reserves.—The Times observes that the summoning of the reserves. 
whereby 40,000 men will be withdrawn from civil employment and industrial 
pursuits, clearly indicates that war is now contemplated by those responsible 
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